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Patience is a virtue as we coast along the real estate economic ride.  During
the past 6 months, and out of 376 properties for sale, the Murphy real estate
market has revealed approximately 30% of its listings going under contract,
approximately 20% selling and approximately 34% removed from the market.  
• 136 currently available for sale

- Price range:  High $599,900, Average $325,556, Low $154,900
- Days on the market:  High 449, Average 96, Low 1

• 41 currently under contract, pending the close of the sale
• 73 properties have sold

- Price range:  High $329,500, Average $245,913, Low $158,000
- Days on the market:  High 684, Average 100, Low 3

• 126 removed fom the market either by terminating, expiring or canceling the listing
If you would like to know more about today’s real estate market in Murphy,
please contact Murphy’s own boutique brokerage Tina Leigh Realty.  

TINA’S TIPS

Considering buying or selling in Murphy?
Consider Tina Leigh Realty your boutique

Murphy real estate brokerage. 
www.TinaLeighRealty.com
Call us today! (972) 824-0631

IN-SYNC EXOTICS
www.insyncexotics.com         3430 Skyview Dr., Wylie

Where Are You?
We Miss Seeing You!
Saturdays & Sundays 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Wildlife Rescue &
Educational Center

We are a non-profit 
organization dedicated 
to the care of abused/ 
abandoned / neglected exotic cats. 

BY KAREN CHANEY

This year will be the second
year in a row for the canine ath-
letes of Murphy-based club DAWG
(Dallas Agility Working Group)
and their owners to thrill audi-
ences at the Addison Oktoberfest.
The competitors will be exhibiting
show-stopping speed skills as they
maneuver through the Pretzel Run.
The Pretzel Run, says DAWG
President Mark Shaw, was inspired
by a picture in a magazine and is a
non-standard demonstration struc-
ture that was made specifically for
the Oktoberfest event. Last year
approximately 25 DAWG members
participated in the Pretzel Run.
This year they are anticipating as
many as fifty participants.

Shaw describes the Pretzel Run
as a medium difficulty run. It is an
80 foot run with a lot of twists and
turns. He says that it is fun for the
dogs because it combines familiar
agility skills with a non-standard
layout.

Oktoberfest will be held
September 15th – 18th. DAWG will
be presenting on Thursday,
September 15th at 6:30 pm in the
Spaten Biergarten. (For more
Oktoberfest information go to
http://www.addisontexas.net/event
s/Oktoberfest)

DAWG began in 1985 and is the
longest continuous agility club in
America. There are two current
members, Heather Smith and
Elizabeth Hezeall who are original
members. The current member-
ship is approximately seventy-five.

Murphy resident and DAWG
member, Cindy Hartman has been
involved in agility since 1994. She
moved to Murphy from North
Carolina, and joined DAWG, one
month ago.  

Cheri Soileau, also a Murphy
resident since 2000, has been a
member of DAWG since 1990. She
remembers when the club met at
parks and had to unload and load
the equipment trailers every
Saturday. Approximately ten years
ago DAWG began using the proper-
ty at Betsy Road that is next to
Southfork Animal Clinic. Cheri
says that you don’t have to have a
specific type of dog to join DAWG,
you only need to “have the dog that
is for you, the one you want to go
through life with.”

If you have a dog that is willing
to work with you on daily obedi-
ence then that is a good indicator
that you have a dog that would
enjoy agility says DAWG trainer
Lisa Jarvis. Agility is stimulating
for the dogs. Club members share
that if a dog has a behavior prob-
lem this might be their cure. If a
dog is a rescue dog and seems to

be a bit timid or shy this club could
be the confidence-builder they
need. 

Positive reinforcement, such as
treats, toys and clicker training, is
the only way the people at DAWG
operate. Jarvis teaches handlers
how to train dogs. She says, “There
are no corrective collars or correc-
tive discipline. The dog chooses to
do this.”

Agility Basics classes are

offered that teach the dog and han-
dler how to “crawl before run-
ning.” The classes are held
Thursday evenings at 7:30pm. The
cost is $80.00 for eight weeks.
Other classes are offered at $60.00
for six weeks. Practice is once a
week.

Please check out their website
for more details http://www.daw-
gagility.org.

Canine Athletes Train for
Addison Oktoberfest 

Cheri Soileau

Murphy the dog, but not Murphy resident

 


